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Farewell from the Principal 
This term has been the most unique for me as the principal of ANSS.  

Back in 2015, as a new principal, I was full of thoughts, ideas and ideals to 

drive an improvement focus for our students. A bit like a bull in a china shop  

at times; but improvement did occur, and this term has given me licence to 

reflect on my journey in leading something really special to me... the ANSS 

community!  

Every person linked to ANSS should be proud of our successes. Parents, 

carers, families, students, staff and service providers have added to a 

wonderful setting where, together, our ‘kids’ have grown so much. 

I’d like to thank the staff for their contribution, passion, hard work and 

professionalism. I know I set high standards, only because students and 

families deserve that from us. All the best and I look forward to popping in  

from time to time as a visitor. 

So in Week 1 next year, the students turn up, staff roll up their sleeves and get 

on with what they do best—teaching! 

Best wishes, Byron 

Leadership is not 

about titles, 

positions or 

flowcharts. It is 

about one life 

influencing another. 

John C Maxwell 



You  

have  

to be  

odd  

to be  

number 

one.  

Dr Seuss 

Don’t just tell children 
about the world.  
Show them.   

Penny Whitehouse 

Primary  
Emily Faulkner and Leanne Guerin 

This term, in Outdoor Education, our theme has been 
‘The Sea’. Students have engaged in a range of 
Science and STEM-based activities, from exploring 
the density of salt water to the anatomy of a fish.  

We have read a range of books about the sea and 
engaged in a variety of literacy and art-based 
activities. Iszabella was the winner of our foil boat 
building competition, holding a massive nineteen 
coins! 

Students have been busy making lists and answering 
questions like “What is the difference between sharks 
and dolphins?” and “How do fish breathe?” It has 
been fantastic to see all of the collaborative learning 

and peer support. Our students love helping and 
providing positive feedback about each other’s efforts.  

Junior Primary 
Ashlee Barnes 

In Numeracy this term we have been using lots of  
hands-on resources to learn about numbers, pattern  
and money. The students in Class B1 have been 
engaging in fun activities such as swat the number, 
block tower ordering, seasons craft and much more. 
This term we have also had a pre-service teacher,  

Laura Rocca, in our classroom and she had a wonderful 
time teaching us new concepts using lots of different, 
new and exciting resources.  



Senior 
Darren Bradshaw & Melissa Muhlhan 

Every Tuesday, Darren and 
Mel’s classes join for art lessons. 
Students have enjoyed working 
together to create their art 
masterpieces while learning 
about art techniques and 

mastering new skills. From 
amazing Aboriginal art, to 
beautiful Chinese art, to making 
paper plates into animals, to 
recreating art works by some of 
history’s greatest artists, they’ve 
done it all and created works that 
we’ve proudly displayed for the 
whole unit to enjoy.  

This term students used the skills 
learnt so far to make their own 
Halloween and Christmas art. 
We’ve seen concepts such as 
contrasting colours, background 

and foreground, and the use of 
patterns learnt in previous weeks 
being shown in new art works 
created in subsequent lessons. 

Creativity is 

inventing, 

experimenting, 

growing,  

taking risks, 

breaking rules, 

making 

mistakes, and 

having fun. 

Mary Lou Cook 

Students have really enjoyed coming 
together each week, and it’s been amazing 
to see them working with their art partner. 
Sometimes students will work on their 
individual art works, and sometimes they 
will work in pairs to create a joint artwork.  

On top of creating some great artwork, our 
classes have developed their social skills 
through problem-solving and working 
together, taking turns, and helping each 
other. Students took on a mentoring role, 
making sure they were all able to create 
their art. Watching their social skills 
develop as friendships grew, was an 
amazing thing to see!  



Inclusion  

is based on 

the belief   

that students 

of all abilities 

have the right 

to an 

education  

that is 

meaningful, 

appropriate,  

and  

equivalent  

to that of  

their peers. 

Nicole Eredics 

Sensory 
Kayla Mancini & Sarah Skuse 

This year, we have enjoyed a wide range of activities to 
help further develop our social skills and life skills, both 
at school and within the wider community. We have 
particularly enjoyed shopping, cooking, sensory play, 
gardening and swimming.  

Another significant aspect of our year has been our 
participation in weekly Social Development sessions with 
the Senior Unit. These have included ‘Uber Snacks’ and 
a variety of fun events as part of ‘Senior Social Club’. 
Through this, we have achieved a greater sense of 
inclusion with our Senior peers and have really loved 
interacting with them each week.  

When eating,  

choose the place,  

when playing, 

choose your friends. 

Vietnamese Proverb 

R-12 Pr-Middle  

Penny James 

This year CLF4 had a focus on 
community access, within an 
inclusive model, aimed at 
emphasising the important 
relationship between school and 
society. It’s critical that our students 

have the same opportunities to 
participate in every aspect of life to 
the best of their abilities and interests. 

Greater learning and understanding 
take place in context with practical 
experiences linked to language and 
sharing. We visited museums, 

galleries, exhibits and special events.  

In Term 4 our focus was ‘Animals’ so 
we went to the zoo and wildlife park. 
All in all we’ve had a fun and 
enriching year of new learning. 


